SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 8th December 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.












S M Foster
1st December 2008







Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. Apologies

2. To receive statutory declarations of interests from Members





(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)    Personal interests.
3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
    










(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).

(There are no plans for consideration)

4.  Minutes








To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 17th November 2007 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 1st December 2007. 
5. Sunderland Road Pavilion

To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.

6. Forum Accounts

To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.

7. Annual Estimates 2009/2010





To consider lists of  Special Items – Revenue, Repairs and Renewals and Capital Expenditure proposed by the Audit Committee for inclusion in the Annual Estimates for 2007/2008 and to identify the order of priority for those items so approved. For submission to the Annual Estimates and Precept Meeting of the Council due to be held on Monday 21st January 2008.

(Copy attached).
8. Press release




 



SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 08.12.08
5. Sunderland Road Pavilion

With usage of the Pavilion there has been identified the need for some form of system to allow the side door to be locked to outside entry while still allowing people to exit in case of emergency.

The suggested system, which would be similar to the entry system to the main Council Offices has been costed at £662.00 for supply and installation.

(Members are requested to recommend this expenditure and a source of funds).

6. Community Liaison Forum Accounts

Members will recall that when the Community Liaison Forum ceased to exist there remained a balance in their accounts which was left to Sandy Town Council to administer.  The Forum earmarked the majority of the funds remaining in the account and the remainder was left to the Town Council to disburse as it thought fit.  In 2008 it has so far sanctioned payments of £400 to St Swithun’s School, £250 to Sandy Library, £300 to Biggles FM and £250 (plus Vat to the Respect Roadshow). In addition the earmarked sums of £2,015 to Mid Beds Run Riot, £1,182.64 to Beds and Luton Fire Service and £1,675.59 to Mid Beds Youth Dance have been paid.

A balance of £5,690.50 remains, however there is an anomaly in that the Forum earmarked £7,500 to be disbursed to the Fire Service for it’s Youth programme in Sandy over 3 years.  There is only one year of this remaining but the balance left after the payments made over the past two years is £4,753.36.  It would seem unlikely that the Fire service would need this sum in 2009.  Members could change the deadline and say that the sum could be held for the Fire Service until it is exhausted.  Alternatively they could ear mark £2,500 for the Fire Service in 2009 and use the remainder to fund other good causes in Sandy.  It the former is chosen there is still a balance of £937.14 to be disbursed, in the latter case there would be a total of £3,190.50.
(Members are requested to instruct as to the management of the remaining funds in the Forum Account).
7. Annual Estimates 2009/2010
The Audit Committee has identified sources of funding for a number of special items presented to it at its meeting on 10th November 2008.  Members are requested to prioritise the articles as follows:
Priority 1 - Essential

Priority 2 - High Priority

Priority 3 - Desirable

Priority 4 - Low Priority

Priority 5 - Not recommended

Audit Committee Recommendations:
Revenue account
Council Offices

Parish Plan








    £1500.00
Projected costs for implementation of Parish Plan as supplied by Beds RCC (with matched funding provided by Mid Beds District Council).

Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

Banks storage toilet water heater




     £450.00
This toilet is provided for the use of the Town Council Groundstaff and the volunteers maintaining the cricket wicket and bowls green.  At present there is no supply of hot water.

Sandy Enhancement Group

Special Project Grant






     £550.00
Requested by Sandy Enhancement Group.
Pitches

Fertiliser application






     £2500.00
An analysis of the pitches has shown that they would benefit from an application of fertiliser.
Interest on Capital Account

Council Offices

Redecoration of hall, Committee Room and toilets

  £1000.00
Part of the ongoing maintenance programme in the Council Offices.  The “museum” part of the hallway will not be re-decorated.
Stratford Road

Spray marker







    £520.00
Application of pitch lines with a spray marker should save time, because of a dual jet system. At present the groundsmen have to overmark the lines to make them clear enough, the spray system will only need one application.
Compressor








    £150.00
To replace a broken piece of equipment.
Cemetery

Vehicle gate in Stratford Road




    £500.00
The previous vehicle gate had to be removed because it was in a dangerous condition.  At present access is prevented by a chain.
Clearing gutters of Chapel





    £250.00
NB Members may consider using part of the recent £500 bequest for the maintenance of the Chapel for this item.

Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Railway sleepers (play area embankment)


    £2400.00
Replacement for rotted sleepers.
Limes Play Area

Installation of bow top fencing 




    £8500.00
The present wooden fencing is very vulnerable to vandalism.
Cricket Club

Tungsten tipped scarifier blades




    £238.00
A request from the Cricket Club groundsman – the scarifier blades need replacing and tungsten tipped ones are more durable and do not cost a great deal more.
Capital Account

Council Offices

New computer for main office





   £850.00
Replacement for the oldest machine in the office which needs up-grading.

Tourist Information Centre Notice board



  £1000.00
To be situated outside the back gate of the Town Council Offices so that information on accommodation etc can be provided.

Notice board in town centre





  £1000.00
To be situated in the open area in front of the pharmacy to allow Town Council notices to be displayed in a more prominent position.
Stratford Road

Shredder/Chipper







  £3750.00
The groundsmen will be taking over the hedge-cutting in 2009 and have requested a shredder/chipper so that they might make use of the cuttings.

Bunker storage at Depot





£10,000.00
As recommended by the Open Spaces Sub-Committee to improve the appearance of the depot and provide storage for soil, compost etc.

Soil sifter








     £400.00
To allow the soil removed from the cemetery to be sifted, making it more useful in other areas.

Mower








     £800.00
Although still operational, the two hand mowers are now 8 years old.  With the appointment of a new member of groundstaff it would seem prudent to buy a new machine at this point.
Cemetery

Notice board at Potton Road entrance



   £1500.00
To allow the cemetery regulations etc to be displayed.

Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Hand dryer – men’s toilets





    £375.00
Replacement for the present dryer, which is broken.  
In addition to these items there are the following estimates which had not been received before Audit Committee, Members need to identify a source of funding in addition to prioritising the items:
Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

Replacement of safety tiles with wet pour surface


£10,970.00

The safety tiles under the children’s play equipment have been recommended for replacement in the medium term by the RoSPA inspector.

Vertidraining








£1,950.00

This is for the bi-annual treatment of both Sunderland Road and the Bedford Road Recreation Ground as recommended by the Institute of Groundsmen.
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